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https://www.bloomberg.org/press/bloomberg-philanthropies-commits-additional-120-
million-to-reduce-overdose-deaths-in-u-s/
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Preparing for Settlement Dollars

The Principles for the Use of Funds from the Opioid Litigation



Source: opioidsettlementtracker.com 

The Opioid Litigation

2007

Kentucky Files

State files first lawsuit against 
Purdue Pharma

Kentucky Settles

Dec 23: Kentucky settles with 
Purdue Pharma for $24 million. 

2015

2021

McKinsey Settles

February 21: Consulting firm 
settles with 46 states for $641 
million.

2022

Tribes Settle 

February 1: In a separate 
announcement with the Big Three, 
if 95% of the 574 tribes participate, 
they will receive almost $440 
million

2022

MDL Settlement Finalized

February 25: The Big Three and 
J&J finalize the settlement for $26 
billion
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Principles for the Use of Funds 
from the Opioid Litigation 

http://www.opioidprinciples.jhsph.edu



Principle 1 

Establish a dedicated fund

Supplement > Supplant

Spend money over time





Principle 2

Programs supported by evidence

Remove policies that block programs

Build data capacity



Principle 3

Evidence based youth programs

Avoid programs shown not to work

Evaluate programs for desired outcomes



Principle 4

Invest in communities disportionately impacted

Support diversion from arrest and incarceration

Fund anti-stigma campaigns

Involve community members 



Principle 5

Get diverse input

Representation should reflect the community

Do a needs assessment



Resources



www.OpioidPrinciples.jhsph.edu



Series of yes/no questions that can be used by governments or advocates

Indicators to Assess the Readiness of 
Governments to Receive Funds

Spending Money to Address Substance Use

Establishing an Effective Process

Informing Evidence-Based Decision-Making

Promoting Transparency

https://opioidprinciples.jhsph.edu/implementation-tools/



Resources: MDL Exhibit E 
9 Core Strategies:

1) Naloxone training and distribution
2) Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT)
3) Pregnancy and postpartum people
4) Expand treatment for Neonatal Abstinence 

Syndrome (NAS)
5) Expand warm hand-off and recovery services
6) Treatment for incarcerated individuals
7) Prevention programs
8) Expand syringe service programs
9) Evidence-based data collection and research 

analyzing the effectiveness of the abatement 
strategies in the state.  



Resources: Evidence

§ Overdose Reversal
§ Education
§ Safe Use Supplies

Harm 
Reduction

§ Youth Education
§ Resiliency
§ Support for parents 

who use drugs

Prevention

§ Warm hand-offs
§ Wrap around services

Recovery

§ MOUD
§ Low Threshold Options
§ Linkage to Care

Treatment



Resources: Evidence

https://opioidprinciples.jhsph.edu/implementation-tools/





NACo
Process Guides Needs 

Assessment

Diverse 
Input

Strategic 
Prioritization

Transparent 
Reporting

Tracking 
Outcomes



How else can we help?
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